11 May 2025

Ramp up your relationships

“3You have heard that it
was said, ‘Love your
neighbour’ and ‘Hate
your enemy.” *But | tell
you, love your enemies
and pray for those who
persecute you, “that
you may be sons of
your Father in Heaven.
He causes His sun to
rise on the evil and the
good, and sends rain on
the righteous and the
unrighteous.

“®If you love those who
love you, what reward
will you get? Do not
even tax collectors do
the same? #And if you
greet only your
brothers, what are you
doing more than
others? Do not even
Gentiles do the same?

48Be perfect, therefore,

as your Heavenly

Father is perfect.
Matthew 5:43-48

1. Good relationshipsare . ..............
Matthew 17:5. Listen to Him!

Not everyoneisyour............... 44
Romans 12:18. If it is possible...

You haveahigher................ 45
1 Timothy 5:8. Provide for...

2. Good relationshipsare.................

‘Good’ requires ownershipand ............... 45
Psalm 24:1. The Earth is...

‘Good’ requires . ......... good and bad news. 45
Luke 13:3,5. Unless you...

The crosswas....... to show God’s love
1 Corinthians 15:3. Christ died...

Isaiah 53:5. He was pierced for...

2 Corinthians 5:21. so we can become...

3. Good relationships . ........ poor role models

........... ‘What’s in it for me?’ 46
John 3:16. God so loved that He...
Love is...

............. settle for ‘more of the same.” 46-47
1 Thess.5:18, Give thanks...

4. Good relationships have . ......... love & hate
.............. from where you are now

.............. to where you need to be

My prayer priorities for this week

S11 JeanH. T15 Dianel.

M 12 May. Taina. Church Council F16 Joanl.

T13 The future of our church. S17 LynK.

W 14 Paula & Paul. Diggers S18 Elsie & Bert. Myanmar

Thought starters for personal reflection or group discussion

1.
2.

What does God love, and hate; and why does He love, and hate, these?

Love has many synonyms: favouritism, duty, infatuation, lust, patriotism,
romance, sex... What does it mean to love our enemies?

List some advantages (for us, and for them) of loving our enemies, v44?

What do you think Jesus put into His prayer requests when He was
praying for enemies and persecutors, 457?

Sinners often do good, v46-47. How can they do good; and is there
anything wrong with their actions?

Suggest some practical steps for becoming more perfect; more like our
Father in Heaven.

Bonus discussion starters for mothers, or to ask mothers/grandmothers
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What do you remember about your own grandparents?
What are your earliest memories of school?

When you got into trouble as a kid what had you done?
What was the hardest thing you ever had to do?

The best compliment | could give my mum is...

When did you get serious about Jesus?

What is the one thing you would still like to do?

(tongue in cheek) What makes me your favourite child/grandchild?



