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Praying – for the right reasons 
 

 
5And when you pray, do 
not be like the hypocrites.  
For they love to pray 
standing in the 
synagogues and on the 
street corners to be seen 
by men.  
Truly I tell you, they 
already have their full 
reward.  

6But when you pray,  
go into your inner room, 
shut your door, and pray 
to your Father, who is 
unseen.  
And your Father, who sees 
what is done in secret, will 
reward you. 

7And when you pray,  
do not babble on like 
pagans,  
for they think that by their 
many words they will be 
heard.  
8Do not be like them,  
for your Father knows 
what you need before you 
ask Him. 

Matthew 6:5-8 
 

 
Prayer is not primarily the words that I say. 
Prayer is mostly the relationship I build. 
 
I pray for my own . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Prayer puts me in a . . . . . . . . . . . . . place 
2 Chronicles 7:14, If My people… 
Deuteronomy 8:2-3, Remember… 
James 4:6-10, God opposes… 
Jeremiah 9:23-24, Be… 
 
I pray so I can . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . with God 
Genesis 18:1-33, The Lord appeared… 
Hebrews 4:16, Let us approach… 
 

 

My prayer priorities for this week 

S 20 Karen & Hung 

M 21 Vi-Lay L. Lorraine B funeral 

T 22 Alison & Richard 

W 23 Mary P  

T 24 Those who have dropped out of church 

F 25 Phil & Louise 

S 26 Aileen & George 

S 27 Ray & Helen. After-church Go Deeper 

 

 

 

Thought starters for personal reflection or group discussion 

1. “Hypocrites love to pray” v5, but prayer is a Godly activity. How could 

prayer be hypocrisy? How can I guard against my prayers becoming 

hypocritical? 

2. Hypocrites “already have their full reward” v5b. Do they get 

immediate, full, and positive answers to their prayers? Why do the 

rest of us not get those sorts of answers? 

3. Three times, Jesus said, “when you pray” v5a, 6a, 7a. Why didn’t He 

tell us when we should pray? For you, what is the best time to pray? 

4. Suggest some benefits of praying in seclusion, v6. 

5. Verse 7 indicates that short prayers are just as effective as long 

prayers. Why is the length of prayers relatively unimportant? 

6. Since God knows what we need before we pray, v8, why should we 

pray? 

Tithes and offerings (Target: $2,700 per week)  

At the bank, LifeChurch Panania. BSB: 034 866. Account: 005 008 757. 

Online, LifeChurch Panania. BSB: 704 922. Account: 005 008 757.  

Donations to mission in Myanmar (Target: $1,000 per month)  

Account name: LifeChurch Panania. BSB: 032 260. Account: 422732. 


