The high cost of caring

%5 Large crowds were now
traveling with Jesus, and He
turned and said to them, % “If
anyone comes to Me and does
not hate his father and mother
and wife and children and
brothers and sisters—yes, even
his own life—he cannot be My
disciple. ¥ And whoever doesiot
carry his cross|aiid follow Me
cannot be My disciple.
2 Which of you| wishing to build
a tower, does not first sit down
and count the cost'to see if he
has the resources to camplete it?
2 Otherwise, if he lays tha
foundation and is unable to Tiqish
the work, everyone who sees it
will ridicule him, 3° saying, ‘This
man could not finish what he
started to build.’
31 Or what king on his way to war
with another king will not first sit
down and consider whether he
can engage with ten thousand
men the one coming against him
with twenty thousand? 32 And if
he is unable, he will send a
delegation while the other king is
still far off, to ask for terms of
peace.
3 In the same way, any one of
you who does not give up
everything he has cannot be My
disciple.
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Thought starters for personal reflection or group discussion

1.

Answer the critic who says, “How can God be loving when Jesus tells
us to hate everyone?”

The Bible seems to be full of contradictions. How can Jesus expect us
to live an abundant life if we are crucifying ourselves?

What are some a) Practical; and b) Spiritual implications of counting
the cost before we sign the contract?

What is the spiritual cost of becoming a follower of Jesus; and how do
we know the cost; and how do we pay the cost?

Why is conflict so common? (How common is it?) List some helpful
ways of preventing, minimising, and managing conflict.

This text ends (Luke 14:33) with a big ask, and a big consequence. Why
do you think God sets the bar so high? How can we reach it?
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